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Shuclks. Had the usuzl .aniual

‘|| oye exam, and I‘haven't lost a
va DL fraction of_a,diopter or whabewcr
i . " in five years, fuegs I'11l never
§ ,”“””l make any great arzhaeological
1 ] discoveries, in the manner of Sir
Moaptihiue Evans. He was a myoric

. '] bat, too, but he put that unigue
* ~J| | focal point to work by taking

|"1 off his glasses and focussing on
potsherds and whatnot two or

Lﬁgﬂ;; three inches away. Decipherchd
: Af;ﬂjﬂ e all sorts of fascinating Cretan
gl TERS S grocery lists this way. Guess

iril juat‘have fo stumble on seme other Method to earn undying fame,

Somotimes I get the idea Bruce wabches too many commercials. Ho .
Prought home two kindergarten style paintings (i.e. -~ very modernistic)
today, and zmnounced he picked the third one to be "hung" at school:
thls third one was the "white tornado". Stronger them dirt for fast
fast fast relief, no doubt. Incidentally, one of the two pictures he
brovght home he doscribed as ''Grennell?s house's a lot of steps lead-
ing up to a poerfectly flat plane, and two sort-of figures peering dovm
over the cdge. Oh woll. The main thing I ramember about tho Building
vhere I went to the early grados is this endless series of steps thab
had been olled to a fine, greasy polish (Itm sure theo plaso was o nor-
rid death trup). I dotod ob dinosaurs at that age, and Bruce zecma to
go in for drogons (good heavens! my son, the Tantasy fan).

Yien Don and Hoggie Thompson rode with us to DC last August, the
bacli end of the Rombler got pretty full, what with suitcases on scuit-
cases and all the stuff for the artshow too. I shoepishly commented,
"This thing rides like a trueck." This was particularly notlceable on
the Pennsylvania streteh of the burnpilke, which apparently had recent-
1y carried seversl bulldozers. Don remarked, "Well, I thought soue-
whot the same thing, but not looking gilt rides in the arles, and all
that..." I'n sure Doan and HMaggie uill Peel vindicaoted to learn the
Rembler has twe broken rear springs. They knev it all the time, but
Wfe?e «soo liind to say so.

Cee, vou suppose bthot trip was whaot did it?

Actually, welre pretty sure what did it, the streets and railroad
crossings in Wabash. And et this sctand as a warning to sundry fans 1o
it feel lilie dropping by for a visit. Tale it very slowly and cau-~
tiously through the tovm; anyone withh a low-clearance car could guitbe
easily rip the guts out of the entine without half trvying., It!'s consid-
ered perfectly corron to hecer neople riention . brealting o rear axle go-
inENover fthe Wabssh jcannenbal )}  tracia, {Therets one underpass in toun;
it's in the city park, and the dbridge approacihing the underpassz has been
vashed~out since last £all).

sut ol coursc, ell is not leost. Ii one does breal an azlie (or &
pair of rear springs) on the atrocious local streets, one con alvays
rcoort 1t.to the police: “rs, Jmes of l2a Linlaym renorted a Tive
ioot deep lhole in tle streget in front of her hwome, Officers prowised
to notily the strect departuent,! Ty do the nolice zet the job of
notifying tuc sirest departient? iecause no one els¢ can find it. YWhe
suspicion lingers that the police cantt find it either. ..ccording to
thelr ovm publicity in this Town, they eon't find anything else, J.C



Before we get outraged screams from
the regular readers, I wsnt to assure
everyone thet we'll be back to 2-page
editoriale next issue, This time we
are cutting down on the slze of the
mag, for various reasons. (But mainly
because I discovered that due to an
grror in my checkbook, we have about
$20 %ess in the bank than I thought we
=\ [had.

4 I generally make no predictions on

J|what will be in the next issue -—-

; mostly because until I rummage thru
our files I generplly don't know what
will be in the next issue. But, thanks
to Terry Carr (Carr, you're a sadist; you know we're trying to hold down
circulation), this lssue wlll be going to Qulite a few new readers. And today
we got an installment of Ted White's long-dormant column; this one devoted
to tips for would-be professional writers. Since this might well be of in-
terest to a good many people who don't normally get the mag, I'11 advertise
in advance that this item will be in YANDRO #13. I won't say that this is
the best advice to fan-writers that i've ever geen, but it's the best I've
seen in a pood many years., (I can't say it's the best I'vs ever seen; I do
not reesll every article of the sort that I've seen.)

Fandom has develoged snother juicy scendal, it seems. So far, I've seen
Donsho's THE GREAT BREEN BOONDOGGLE and White's MINAC 12. This will undoubt-
edly not be the end of things. This is s good time to repeat what I said &
couple of lssues ago —- unless you are well acduainted with the writer, do
not under any circumetances take any fan's word for anything (particularly
about another fan). We're mildly acdquainted with both sildes. Breen has been
an overnipght guest here, and I dldn't notice any untoward behaviour, On the
other hand, Bill Donaho doesn't strike me as the type who would ecirculate
false rumors Jjust to "get" someone. To date, it comes down to “which side
do you believe?" and of the people involved so far, there arenr't too many
on eilther side that I'd believe on a stack of bibles. If the orlginal pub-
lication hed come from snyone but Deongho, I'd protably hsve dlsmissed it
ags another example of West Coast fanec; they're good at things 1like this.

I have more respect for Donghe than I do for most Bay Area fans. However,
the whole affair is not really any of my business and I'm going t0 try to
stay out of it., (And I advise you, nut there, to do the same.)

Awhile bsck, I picked up a copy of the Collier pb, The Left Handed DPic-
tionary. Tt's an amusing book, though not in a» class With Bilerce's Devil's
Dictionary. Chief fault, for me, was the incluslon of lerge numbers of
oFiTaren's erroneous definitions with the deliberately humorous gdull del-
initions. Intentional and unlntentionsl humor are both enjoyable, but they
should not be mixed. There are enough good deflnitiong ("Frofiteering —-
The fortunes of war". "Liberal -- Anyone whose idess coincide with yours
—- that's why I'm a conservetlve; my ldeas don't coincide with those of
anyone elase). It's even worth psying 95¢ for and then rummaging thru the
reamg of unfunny "humor"™ to unearth the gems.

I see the National Rifle Assoclatlon gppears to feel that new gun laws
are inevitable, and the orgsnlzation is now trying to influence the type of
legislatlon, rather than trylng to block 1t altogether, Personally, I'm sor-
ry. but I've done all I can, which is write letters. I have no profound ob-
jections to the Dodd bill, though I think the sectlon requiring that local
police be notified when anyone receives a mall-order gun is as useless a
bit of bureaucracy as I've encountered in months. As long as pollice are
not allowed to control gun purchases end/or regietratlon 1 guess my rights
haven't been too badly magngled. But I still don't llke 1t. RSC




A FABLE FOR PROS

fietion by S o O CVERS

John W, Ghod, Jr. lumbered past two hundred glass cublicles each con-
telning 2 girl in a beehlive hairdo chewing gum =2nd punching IBM cards in
the same rhythm. He turned ponderously into the larger glass enclosure
at the end of the room and confronted a Crewcut Young Man.

"Good Morning, Mr., Ghod,* s8aid the Crewcut Young Man around the pencll
he wag chewing,

Ghod responded with hls customary greeting, "Do you believe in psl?’

Ghod drew up his shoulders to show the Crewcut Young Man he was reglly
seven feet tall., He stamped each great foot in turn to show the Crewcut
Young Man they were firmly planted on the floor.: A tile splintered under

: the hegvy blows,

Ghod spoke. "If you don't be-
lleve 1n the law of gravity, why
don't you drift over to0 the window
and ride a convection current to
the ground? It's only..." he strode
to the window and looked down,"about
fifty meters.™

"Uh...elr,.." The Crewcut Youn
Man tried to bresk in, failed, ga
his teeth deep into the pencil.

"I can prove that psl exists. I
alm currently conducting a statlsti-
cal experiment thst wlll prove psil
wlth sclentific rigor. A number
of subjects have trled to guess =
ggouence of random numbers, than a
camputor wag programmed to generate
a similar 11st. This wlll eliml ~
nate the usual srgument over the
gtaetistical evaluation methods em~
ployed. The electronic mind of the
computor will arrive at the same
results as a human mind wlthout
psi. The test subjects wlll, of
course, score higher than the com-
putor, thus proving concluslively
that psl exists."

Yes sir, yes gir," the Crewcut
Young Man sald in a csrefully eon—
trolled voice, taking the pencll
out of his mouth sgnd noting that
he had chewed a large hunk out of
the side, exposling the graphite




center, "that's how I set up the experiment
for you, Mlster Ghod. But let me tell you
the results,"

"There are supermen among us,.,"
Ghod went on,

"But sir," the Crewcut Young Man
blt his pencil in half and threw
the pleces to the floor, "but
slr, the number for the human
subJects and the ccmputor was
exactly the ssme."

"I knew it would happen
sooner or lster," Ghod went
on, pushlng hls foot into the
floor to the ankle, "a tele-~
pathic computor!"

~ Happiness is no static
in the mimeo paper -

ADDENDUM: To JWC's re-
marks 1n Yan 1372 on
Charles Ersklne Scott
Wood's HEAVENLY DIS-
COURSE, I sald I
dldn't know when the
paperback was published.
Boh Briney does: "US Pen-
quin paperback (#594) (was
published) many years ago. The :

US Penguin label became Signet sometime in the mid-%0's, eo the Wood
title must have come out in 1945 or earlier. Whoops——according to the
Tuck handbook, it was issued in 1946." Now all you need 1s a tlme warp.

metal microseconds oo <&

THE SCIENCE OF DREAMS, Edwin Diamond, Macfadden, 60¢.

Gens DeWeese tipped us off on this pb, and we're quite happy he dld.
Ignore the cover blurbs -- they make this sound 1lixe dream analysls, or
even "Lucky Star Dregm Book:or What Number 1o Play". It!'e neither. As
a matter of fact, it makes a strong companion to the Pyramld "Worlds of
Science" book, Prelffer's THE HUMAN BRAIN, Starting with historical
background and working to ppycholeanalysls and beyond, Diamond establish-
es the background for the meat of the book. The last two-thirds of the
book discuss what has been researched recently, much of 1t fascinatlng.
Ke not only details the discovery of Rapld Eye Movements and EEG waves
for dream detection, but goes further forward to the researches by Deu)
ment, Wolpert and others, including Lilly (the dolphin research fellowl.
We have obviously only barely scratched the surface of thls fleld, but
this book seems to collect under one cover most of the initlal shavings.
The sclence ls far more faseinating than the earlier fantasles. Indexed.

(5]

Happiness is getting free bookg for review . . .
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UHEER He CAll 6el B JOB (8

article by et s e ] EAA|S —CRANT -

dhille 1 usually agree with Buck Coulson's idess, I didn't agree with
the rather offhand comment, in Yandro 130, about John Boardman's POINT-
ING VECTOR (a wonderful pun, incidentelly), and Boardmsn's belief in
"Froviding everyone with a 1iving, whether they earn it or not, and then
in wondering why our juvenlle delinquency 1s going up, and the quallty
of our manufactured goods is going down.' (Buck's words)

I won't say that Buck's viewpoint 1s g good old-fashioned one. In
fact, 1% 1s a modern viewpolnt. It was not typical of either the An -
clent or Medleval eras, when suggestions that o free citizen of Athens
or Lord Luvaduck should “get to work" would not be well received. Work
was for slgves snd serfs. The modern era, with its Purltan Ethic, was
the time for the great bellef in hard work, Muscular Christlenity, and
the White Man's Burden.

However, we are no longer in the Modern Era. It ended with the ex-—
plosion of the first atomic bomb. We are now Iln the Post-modern, or
Terrene era, and Buck's viewpoint, while still pralseworthy in many re-
spects, doesn't come close to solvine problems 1like juvenile delingquency
and the poor quality of mesnufactured gocds,

There are about 192 million people in this country right now. Of
these, about 64 milllon are employed. Or, if you want to put it another
w#gy, two~thirds of the population is "“unemployed'.

Of the 64 million employed persons, I wee saf thet about 16 million
ave "non-productive". That 1s, they are entertsiners, teachers, social
workers, radio and TV personnel, etc. While they would be missed in the
leng run, the whole buneh could lay off for a month, and American in-
dustry would still keep on "producing". This leaves about L& milllon
'producing" employees, roughly one quarter of the population.

The average "produecing" employee works, if you went to call it that,
about forty hours a week for fifty weeks a year. We won't deduct for
coffee breagks, three or four-week vacations, nolidays, sickness, strikes,
arC phoning the bookle, becsuse some of this will be compensated for by
overtime and moonlighting. Forty hours for fifty weeks sdds up to 2,000
hours.a year, or about 23% of the time in one mgn-year.

Roughly speskilng, then, we produce gll we need, and g lot of junk we
don't need, in about six percent of the total "man-hours" of the United
vates. Nevertheless, as any scilence fiction fan knows, or should, we

are at the bere beglnnings of the sutomation era. Actusally, what most
people think of as automation, giant machines that go "bam, zilch" and
shoot out bra cups by the ton, is stlll rather rare. Most of the 1lm-
provement in efficlency hes been slight but steady change in mechines
that are still much 1ike they were in 1900. The machines may be s 1little
fester, a 1ittle more rellable, a little more accurate, and easler to
run, but basicglly fthey are the same machines.

Notice, however, a plant on the second or third shift. A blaze of
light, isn't it? In 1900 many plants didn't run second or third shifts
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simply because the workers couldn't see whet they were doling. Production
went way down snd rejects went way up, or a machinist was apt to slip on

a bit of cutting oll, and wind up 1n the hospital where he spent several
months. (No antibiotics, remember.) Or he got boils from the cutting
oil, Nowadays the oil gets antiblotics too. If he wanted to mark s blue-
print, he whipped out his trusty ‘knlfe to shsrpen a pencil and, 0Qops,
wound up)ln the hospital agaln with blood poisoning. (No antiﬁiotics, as
we gaid. _

Besides improved lightlng and better machines, there are a number of
other differences between the plant of 1900 and the plant of 1964, There
are a lot of shipping clerks missing due to forklifts, palletizing, door-
to-door delivery via truck, etc. In the office, they are chopping away
at the production workers needed with critical psth scheduling, computor
inventory handling, statistical quality control, and a bunch of other
techniques never heard of in 1900, It's not "automation®, but a few such
techniques get rid of a lot of men, and there sre severgl thousgnd 1deas
not known in 1900, with a lot more to come.

The next stage of true automation, however, 1s on its way. There are
plenty of next year's Aindustrisl mirscles already in the labs, pllot
plants, or installed in one or two fgectories. Moreover, there l1ls nothing
to tell us thst the deluge of new developments 1ls going to gtop or slow
down. The experts predlct that 1t will speed up for quite a while.

Yet, at the same time, modern medicgl miracles and safety engineering
have kept millions of persons alive to add to the population and the work
force, while cutting down on the numbers of replacements needed for dead,
injured or sick, or prematurely retired workers. Antibiotlcs have re -
turned thousands of tragined, experlienced workers to the productilon lines
in a few days or weeks, wheress in 1900, they would have been off for
months, perhsps permanently, while their replscements worked at half
speed for many months., Thousands of workers hsve survived to produce
their own children, instead of being killed or crippled as so0 many boys
and young men were in 1900, ;

The result is, of course, that we don't have the work to go around
even now, and the situagtion is going to get more critical with each pass-
ing month. The problems of automation are going to be the critical prob-
lems of the United States 1n a few years. I suspect that In a few years
we are golng to have to do something drastic to maintaln the snlickered-ab
Tigure of "sixty milllon jobs",

This trend 1s going to be especially hard on the 91 million people
below the median American intelligence -~ the dumb half. There is going
to be g shortage of persons with an IQ of 130 and gbove for qulte a while.
However, there 1s a certain IQ needed to hold the average job, and that
IG is going to rise rapidly.

Cf course, we can always look at this problem from the "modern" view-
point: that 1f s man can't get some sort of job, let him suffer the con-
gequences. However, without mentioning the ethical questlons involved
in this attitude, there are practical problems lnvolved by the megabunch.

One problem 1s lack of consumers, As Walter Reuther expressed 1t so
succlnetly, robotg don't buy cars. Who is going to buy the enormous pro-
duction that can be turned out by one man and a pushbutton? OQur whole
economic systep has been based on a "quid pro quo" idea, the feeling that
the man-hours I put into something willl be evchanged for the man-hours
you put into something else. Thils equation no longer holds when one man
has harnessed the atom to do hils work, and the other has no work to do.

Another problem is plain old-fashioned violence. Lyddltlsm has not
appeared in the US as yet, malnly becsuse the average unemployed type
has never heard the word. However, whlle one man or so might quietly

ﬂ




starve to death, ten or twenty
million won't be so quiet. There
are indicatlions that, in the

. next decade, ten or twenty mil -
lion persons will be looking for
work; and not finding it. These
people wlll have votes, snd they
will also have guns. As we have
been retaught in the recent past,
violence is an 0ld American wey
of trying to handle a 1ot of pro-
blems, and 15¢ worth of bullets
cen do plenty of dsmege. I note
the American Ngzle expect to make
their move in 1972, which sounds
sbout right.

Agoravating the whole problem
is the populstion explosaion., Cne
of the facts of 11fe is thst un-
employed men don't have much mon-
ey to spend on entertainment. How-
— ever, there is one form of enter-
‘ﬂff Tainment that 1s avallable to most
J ol married men, and a lot of unmar—

ried ones, and "cheap". (Fly now,
pay nine months later.) Millions of Amerlcan women sre producing child-
ren that will never have g decent education, znd will not be employable
when they reach 20, in 1984, Juast what are they golng to do in 19842

One of the first solutilons we should try then, 1s a massive campalgn
for birth control, stressing quslity instead of quaritty in children.
One chlld who goes through college will do fer more for perents than six
or eight who are unemploysble. :

For the first thing, I suggest that the government set up free birth
control clinles, and provide free pllls gnd other paraphanalis. And,
until it does, I suggest that those opposing be subject to s continuous
barrage of gquestions about thelr reasons and their solutions to the com-
ing problems. I also auggest thet the income tax be modified to provide
g 10% personal exemption, or $600, whichever 1s larger, plus a 10% ex-
emption for the first child, and s 10% cxamption for the second. Per-
sons who have certain heredltary diseases, likely to show up in the
children, should be given free medical care on conditlon they are steri-
1lized. OBterllization ghould be performed free for anyone else who wants
1t. '

Second, I am in favor of "legallzed gambling". I put the words in
quotes because I am 1n favor of only s certaln limited kind of legzllzed
gambling. I propose thet the verious governments set up gambling parlors
all over the nation, equipped with the latest in fancy slot machines.
These machines will pay off 101%, over. a rather long period of time. What
this means la that the longer cur surplus citizenry sits st the machlnes,
the more they will come out with, in contrast to the present slot mach-
lnes. The maln problemsof the present schemes for legallzed gsmbling,
such as handbooks and lotteries, is that the poor snd stupid can lose

the lunch money awfully fast, while when they win, they look at their
winnings a8 windfgalls bestowed by fate, instead of replacements for the
children's milk money. What we need is a scheme to keep the poor gnd
stupld from losing thelr money, but, at the same time, using up gobs of
their extra time, : . _ .
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Plhally, we need some sort of pregiem of "work for everybody'. I am
of the opinicn that everyone should work for g living, whether he can
get a job or not, and I belleve that the need for work is an importsnt
pert of men's psychological makeup., I think that one of the maln reasons
Tor juvenlle delinquency and poor quality production 1ls the number of
things that can be gotten with very 1lttle work, or in the case of juve-
niles, with no work whatsoever. However, we must reglize thet one just
can't get work today because he wants it, strange as 1t seemes I think
that the government should be in the position of providing work for
gveryone, lnstead of g dole. It may be makework, but 1t should bs some-~
thing to fi1l the time instead of "bread and circuses'.

Happinese 1s g mint set of UNKNOWN

JQST St Cl ﬂd n. N e ShCU’Of? fOW/ﬁ‘:‘ ="

Here you will find your guarry, here,
Hid behind Lugo's sudden door;
Hlding behind that sumptuous door
Under a tray of water lililes.

Fishes plash in the wet, green dark—-—-
Deep in the heart thst sparkless spark——-—
Lugo goes to the wet, green dsrk

Under a tray of water 1illes

Here you will find your quarry, here!
Deep in your heart the sword and spear.

Deep in my heart the starless fear
Under a tray of water lilies.
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Noted but not reviewed: TIGHTBEAM (N3F), SPIMNING WHELLS (Nat'l Paraplegic Foundation),
"FANAG 100" (I don't lmow who sent it and I don't really care), SPELFOBEM (SAPS). Thanks
to Joe Pilati, we've received a coupls of folkmusic fanzines recently; I don't Ymow what
their editors are going to think of YANDRC (and I don't really care) but some of our folk—
criented subscribers might be interested in them,

FOLK RFVIFW ;1 (13 Kensington Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, Great Britain - 1/- - no schedule
listed - editors, John Kaneen & David Gellister} No U.S. price listed, either; try 15¢., 4s
this 1s largely a review of British records and programs, it doesn't have much pertinent in-
formation for US follmiks, bub I found it interesting. T can't even tell whether or not I
agree with the reviewers, however, since I had heard only two of the records reviewed.

SOMGNMAKERS! ALNMNAC, V.2/10-12 (Songmekers, P.0. Box 2188, Santa Monica, California) This
is a rather odd 1little item which lists neither price nor schedule, tho a "membership" is
w2,00 a year. The unstapled pages seem to feature mostly news, with & few book reviews.
Erpnasis is on California items —- what folksinger is entertaining where —- but some mat-
erial of national interest is included.

ALR VIRK, Winter '62, Fall '63 (fardvark Publications, 740 No. Rush, Chicago 11, Illinois

- querterly ~ & for $1.80, 35¢ each) The editor sent me these back issues, so I might as
well mention them. The earlier one features a "folk music report" which is about as Punny
as Allan Sherrman's record (that is to say, not very). One item which is funny is an acecount
of one of the editors driving up to the Swmmerdale police station, leaning out of the car
and inguiring "Any television sets for sale?" One of the things that I Wish I'd@ Said (even
if he did spend a night in jail for it). The huror is strictly collegiate-type; one of the
rare examples of the type which is funny even in srots.

PANIC BUTTON /115 (Les Nirenberg, 1217 Weston Road, Toronto, Ont., Canada - bi-monthly -
50¢ each, ©3 a year) les has finally taken the last step, with a newsstand-display-tyre
cover. PB is no longer a fangine; it is a "little magazine" of social protest, found on
the better news stands and the chearper coffee-hcuses. A good bit of it is satire, and
reminds me of someone's conment on Heinlein's latest epic; "If he's doing satire, does

it have to be such darned dull satire?" Fven the dirty limericks are dull, which I suppose
is a feat of sorts. There is a news article by Jerry DeMuth which is very well written,
but seers to have been published solely to bolster up Cunadizn self-confidence by proving
that Canada really does have influence in world affairs. Sc there, tool Is the Canadian
inferiority complex really that deep? There's a good article on '"The Yankee iAnarchists™
for those who haven't already read all the information in WTRICAW HLCRITAGE or elsewhere,
there are pro and con reviews of the movie "8 1/2" for anyone interested, and there is a
letter column which is the kest thing in the magazine.

MENACE OF THE LiSFS j/83,84,85 (Bruce Pelz, Box 100, 308 lestwood Flaza, Los ‘ngeles, Calif,
90024 - bi-weekly - 10¢) California fandom is still rolling along. Rubber tips for chairs
is mentioned; T think Ann Chamberlain sells those, doesn't she? The club members are still
having a great time at meetings and still making me happy that I live in Indiana.

SKYRACK ;762 (Ron Bemnett, 17 Newcastle Road, liaverires, Liverpocl 15, England - monthly -
6 for 35¢, or 6 for 70¢ via airmail} England's news mag, featuring fan news, professicnal
news, fanzine reviews, and a series of short biographies of British fans. Vell worthwhile
if you're interested in British science fiction and/or fandom. Rating....b

SCIENCE FICTION TIMES 7411 {James V. Tauraai, Sr., 119-46 27th. Ave., College Point, New
York, 11354 ~ irregular - 15¢ each, 41,80 per year) The nost complete journal of US pro-
fassional news. Hovever one ray deplore the writing style or the inclusion of trivia, the



tact remains that this is the best place to get all the professional news. I oftten wish
there was a better one, but there isn't, Rating...5

MINZC 11 (Ted Vhite, 339 49th St, Brooklyn, N.Y., 11220 ~ "frequently" - three 4¢
stamps or 1 unused 4-hole legal length stencil per issue - co-editor, Les Gerber) This
time MINAC comes out by itself, without all the riders of sorhmore sophisticatiom which
usually accompany it. Ted more or less apologizes for the lack; personslly I wish he'd
"lose" those extras more often. Makes for less trash to dispose of, By itself, MINAC is
a reasonably good news-trivia-and-commentary mag. Rating...b

POINT OF VIEW/2, BEYOMD ;73 (He changed the title between issues - Charles Platt, 8 Sol-
lershott West, Letchworth, Herts,, England - wmonthly? - 9d each - send 15¢ to cover the
extra postage to the 1U.S,) BEYOND is defiantly devoted to fan fiction; these two issues
include 7 stories and one editorial defense of the genre., There are a good many US fans
who claim to like this sort of thing; I trust that they will support it when it appears.
There are also a few articles and reviews, but they aren't exceptional in either quantity
or quality, The quality of the fiction? Well, the "prizewinning' story in #2 was an el-
aborate -- and quite serious -- treatment of the ancient "I'm the viper; where's the
vindows?" joke, I used to think it was real funny vhen I was 9 years old. Some of the
meterial in 73 is better, though; we can hope for steady improvement, Rating...3

SCOTTISHE /34 (Ethel Lindsay, Courage House, 6 Iengley Ave., Surbiton, Surrey, Fngland -
guarterly - 50¢ per year - USAgent, Bob Lichtman, 6137 Sc. Croft Ave., Los Angeles, Cal.
90056) SCOT is a rather small magazine, but what's there is generally good. I'm not gen~
erally very charmed by the Willis column, but that's because I have very little interest
.n fan history —-~ particularly the history embodied in someone else's letter file: This
issue also contains material by Brian Varley, Ethel herself, and numerous letter-uriters.
As usual, Ethel and Brian are in top form, letter-writers range from Brian Aldiss writing
roens to John Baxter (sometimes I wonder about these British fans) to Ian Peters attack-
ing American customs from information aprarently gleared from British Sunday supplements,
(He sounds like an uninformed British version of John Boardman, except that John usually
has faets to back up his assertions, howsver much he extrapolates from them.) Rating..8
41 Borse just walked in and told me that he heard an announcement on a news broadcast
that a 10-year-old girl had given birth to a baby in a Chicago hospital. He said the
progran was sronsored by the Junior Achievement Foundation,

SCARR #3 (George L. Charters, 3 lancaster Ave., Bangor, Northern Ireland - nc price
or schedule listed) Aren't there any serious Irishmen? (Aside from the I.R.A., of course)
It seems that every new fanzine from Ireland, and every Irish fan, is a hurorist. Not
that this is bad; indeed, I'm all for it. But it seems a bit odd. John Berry, Bob Shaw,
and Iam McAulay all write for this issue, but none gquite equal the quotes George has
1ifted from the works of Amanda McKittrick Ros, who seems to have been an Irish fore~
rumner of our own Peaches Watkins. I'm particularly taken by what Georpge claimed is the
baginning of an intentionally serious ode to Westminster Abkey: "Holy Xoses, have a look
~-- Flesh decayed in every nook." Not even Feaches Vatkins! tribute to Edward VIII sur-
passes that, Rating....7

VARLCCX #3 (Larry Montgomery, 2629 Norwood Ave., Anniston, hAlabama, 36204 ~ quarterly -
15¢) A small mag ~ 15 pages, counting both covers -- but that's about all one can expect
fcr 15¢ these days. Material is that which is horrible to review; not bad enough to tear
apart but not good enough to compliment, There are a couple of stories, a review of
"Swords 4And Sorcery" with a short paragrarh devoted to each story in the anthology, and
reviews of the last Southern Fandom Press mailing. Like the text, the artwork is fair
but nothing to rave over. Rating....3

ICKI #7 (Dave Hulan, 17417 Vanov»n St., Van thys, Calif., 91406 - guarterly? - for
trades or contributions) Dave is cutting his eireulation to 100 coples; 25 for the SFTA,
43 for SAFS, 2 for his files, and 30 for trades, comtributions, and the hell of it. Joe



Gibson will be apralled. I'm rather surprised myself -- I expected him to drop the mag
altopether. Aside from a slighting editorial reference to the Narnia series, it's a goed
mag. It's primarily concerned with serious comment on sif and allied themes {an "allied
theme" being something like Sharon Towle's article on the Volsungasaga in this issue), tho
Dave says that in the future he'll accept more "fannish" material for publication. I don't
know; fans move to California and before long their entire attitude is snot to hell. Some-
thing should be done about this. Anyway, this issue of LOKI is as good as usual; for a
change we have a serious stf fanzine which features halfway decent writing. Rating ..7

CRY 4172 (Cry, Box 92, 507 Third Ave., Seattle, Washington, 98104 - bi-monthly - 5 for
&1 - make checks payable to Elinor Busby ~ or 25¢ per issue) This is a nice thick (but
not too thick) issue with exceptionally geod material. CRY usually has one or two good
items; sometimes more. This time just about everything in it is good, from Rob Williams!
biograrhy of Mary Batson to Elinor's operation, and definitely including Berry's humor
and Buz' book reviews. (I don't agree with his reviews, but they're good, anyway.) Then
there are 16 pages ~- half the magazine —— devoted to letiers. And the CRY lettercolumn
is getting more humor and less embarrassing attempts at humor these days. Rating..8

KIPPIE 352, 53 (Ted Pauls, 1448 Veridene Dr., Baltimore, Md., 21212 ~ monthly or oftener
~ 20¢) KIPPIE generally runs 24 pages of politics (including locel and national censorship,
integration, ete,) and philosophy, including occasional reviews of scientific paperbacks.
Letter columns are enlivened by John Boardman, A. G. Srith, and other less violent writ-
ers, John stemnls for Principles — he'd rather have dead martyrs than live compromisers.
Swmith appears to be about as far right of me as Boardman is left (tho oddly enough all
. three of us agree that "state's rights" is pure political hogwash). In one of these is-
sues he states that we should be trying to see what we can get out of "foreigners" in-
stead of seeing how much we can give them, This is hardly my idea of "America First!
. (tho it seems to be a popular one). I'm all in favor of helping everyone else -- after
we've helped ourselves. Charity begins at home, and all that. Anyway, if you like polit-
ical and rhilosorhical bull sessions, KIPPIE is for you. Rating...6

ENCLAVE #5 (Joe Pilati, 111 So. Highland Ave., Pearl River, New York, 10965 - bi-monthly
- 35¢ each, no subs accepted)} One of today's biggest, most varied, and best fanzines.
The variety includes Ted White on jazz, Bhob Stewart on movies, Mike Deckinger on Lenny
-Bruce ,; YJung & Thoughtless™ on fanzines, and the editor on atiending a meeting of the
John Birch Society, plus articles by Don Thompson {examples of kitsch), Maris Cizevskis
(Australian censorship) and Ray Nelson (the Utopia of violence), fiction by Harlan
Ellison, and letters by all sorts of people. There are doubtless very few fans who will
like every bit. of this material, but, considering the 54-page size of ENCLAVE, almost
everyone should find far more enjoyable material here than anywhere else. Ii's all well
done; I disagree violently with the opinions of a good share of the writers, but they
rerain good writers (just misguided). My own favorite items are the items by the
Thompsons (Don and Maggie; my error up above ), Cizevskis, the editor and the letter-
writers. . Rating...9

MIRAGE #6 (Jack Chalker, 5111 Liberty Heights Ave., Daltimore, Maryland, 21207 - irreg--
ular - 4 for 1) This is an excellently~produced magazine devoted to the WEIRD TALES
type of story. This issue contains original fiction by Seabury Quinn and Dr. David H,
Keller, a couple of articles pertaining to the Lovecraft Mythos, an article by Clark
Ashton Smith, and the usual book reviews, editorial, letters, etec. It's hard for me to
judge the quality, since I'm not terribly interested in the subject matter. The writing
isn't as good as that in AMRA —- which interests me despite the choice of subject matter
—- but then very few fanzine writings are that good. I should think that MIRAGE would he
a must for sny fan who mourns the passing of VWIIRD TALTS; whether anyone else would like
it or not I can't say. The tone is rather pompous ~- particularly when Jack proceeds to
' give us a personality analysis of the “strict agnostic", (It reminded me of the sort of
writing to be found in astrology mags; dthe Tauran tends to be trustworthy, loyal, bhelp-
ful, courteous, kind, considerate, etc.y.) Incidentally, this item detracted from an



otherwise reasonably gocd editorial; provoking the reader to laughter is not the best

way to deliver a serious messape, Anyway, except for this unfortunate tendency to laagh
in the wrong places, I feel that MIRAGE is a pretty good mag. Rating..6

MACH 3 (Kris Carey, 1016 2nd. St., Wasco, Calif. - quarterly - 15¢ or 7 for $1) A good,
general~interest mag, Bd Wood reviews the entire run of RHODOMAGNETIC DICEST in a very
good article (marred only by my laughter in one spot where I wasn't supposed to; when
Ed, speaking of Leland Sapiro, said "I sincerely believe him to be one of the very few
thinkers in science fiction fandom., He works at it." He certainly does; I have the im-
pressicn that Sapiro comes home from work, eats a frugal meal, and then sits there,
thinhking about science fiction, until bedtime.) There are articles on stf in Germany,
a plea for the return of the goshwow old stories by Austin Hall and J. U. Giesy (a nau~-
seating idea, but well written), a long letter columm, etc, Well worth reading,
Rating...6

Along with MACH 3 came a couple of riders; GYRE ;“2, which seems to be mostly a fanszine
review colwm by P,C, Peterson, and MY GUIOD:SFOFS!', a humorous publication by the Society
for Prevention of Opinionated Fanzines. (By "opinionated", the Society refers to opinions
disagreeing with those of the Society, of course.) I'm not too sure whether this is ine
tentional humor or wnether I have hurt someone's itty bitty feelings and he thinks that
he is striking back — either way, though, it's funny. (I've read funnier parodies of my
column ~ I've published one funnier parody, if it comes to that ..- but this one isn't
bad. The fanlt is primarily in using overstatement rather than pointed understatements,
but then, not too many beginners are capable of writing really good psrody. Bob Leman

is the only fan who comes to mind who was great even in his first issue.) You may geb
this item from P.O. Box 582, Shafter, California, if you're lucky. (The last time I ad-
dressed anything to Shafter, it came back.) :

WMICKEY /3% (John Kusske, 522 9th. Ave. West, Alexandria, Minnesota ~ irregular? - no
price listed) John says that non-N3F members -can obtain copies of this; he dcesn't say
how, but presumably by writing him and asking for a copy. I can hardly rate this issuc,
since two of the four pages are devoted to a letter from me and a review of YANDRO, but
I enjoyed it. Remaining material is mostly comments on N!APA mailings.

DIE WIS /21 (Dick Schultz, 19159 Helen, Detroit 34, Fichigan, 48234 - gquarterly - no
price listed) I'm not sure that non-SAPS members can get copies, but write Dick and ask,
if you're interested. MHostly railing comments on SAPS, but Schultz's comments are gen-
erally of at least some interest to outsiders. There is also a reprin® of his sudden
fanzine on the XKennedy assassination, and some fannish comments on it. (The comments I've
heard have mostly been that if he'd thought twice he wouldn't have published it, but
presumably he thought it over before republishing it, so that theory is out.) This is

of at least as nuch interest to outsiders as to SAPS members; it's over-emotional, but
then it was written at a pretty emotional moment. Rating...4

10G #5 (Tom Perry, 4018 Laurel Ave., Omaha, Nebraska, 6811l - irregular - free to in-
terested parties; he specifically states that it's not for sale} This issue is mostly
chitter-chatter -~ letters, comments on Ted Pauls' editing, and Joe Pilati's colwmn
which is mostly devoted to horrible evamples of liner notes on jazz records. {And serves
him right for being a jazz fan; folk records aren't nearly this bad, tho a few of tae
~nre commercial discs do approach the quality of his examples.) It's all quite satro
taining chitter—chatter, which is more than I can usually say for this type of mag.
Frctably I liked it because it concerned subjects that interested me -- but, when you
get right down to it, I can't claim to be vitally interested in Ted Pauls' editorial
faults or lack of same, or in the April-May 1942 issue of SUN SFOTS, or in most of the
other material being discussed. The discussions themselves, however, are quite enter-
taining. Rating...7



¢= Jue has askiéd me to stop reviewlng this because he keeps getting these
unwanted fanzines as trades. Tell you what; if you guarantee to send cash
instead of a fesnzlne, write me znd I'll slip you the address and price of
GB.

LES SPINGE #12 (Dave Hale, 12 Belmont Rd., "ollescote, Stourbridge, Worcs.,
England - seml-annual — 1/6 per issue (send 25¢) but don't send for more
than one issue ot a time) Dave mentions that "you feel {possibly with cer-
tain exceptlions) quite buddy-buddy with everyone in an spe". Elther FAPA

1s different from QMPA, or I'm different from Dave; I don't feel any more
buddy-buddy with FAPAns than I do with the penersl population —- why feel
chummy with someone Jjust because he heppens to be in the ssme organization
with you? Anyway, to get back on the subject, this issue of LES SPINGE is
practically crammed with goodies, There is humorous fictlon by Berry and
Jeeves, a really excellent article by Alan Burnsg and to balence all this
huwor, a good (wrong, but well-written) serious srtlcle on stf by lilke Moor-
cock. There are & couple of minor items, and z highly interesting lelter
column. Offhsnd I believe this is the best issue of LES SPINGE that I've
ever seen. Rating...8

DIFFERENTIAL #18 {Psul Wyszkowski, Box 3372, Sta. C, Cttawa 3, “nt., Canada
-~ monthly - 2¢) Some unusual (for fanzines) r£nd exceéllent artwork in this
igsue (maybe I'm perverted, tv I 1llked the horse-heads better than the
nude). One can't pack too much material into two peges, but Taul makes the
most of what he has. Three ltems degerve mention: the Referendum for In-
dscency to Nhked Digits, the list of Modern Art lovements (I'm particularly
fond of "Crvogenic Neoregurcitationlsm"), and E.E.Evers' verse, "Riders
From The 'lallsg”. Rgting...6

K10 ABLE #6 (John Boardman, 592 16th. St., Brooklyn, New York, 11218 -
irregular - 25¢, or 5 for %1) Thls 1s that rarity; a sclentifically-
oriented fanzine. Even the humor is occaslonally over the head of agnyone
withtut a good gcientific grounding (an untitled verse in this issue was
well over my head -- and then there's the one which ls both sclentific

and ln French, vhich puts it well beyond my comprehension, my knowledge

of both French and relativity being minlmal), Aslde from the science (not
all of which is beyond me) there 1s a Story {continued) which lsn't beyond
me pbut isn't very funny, elther, except to 1ts authors, snd there is a
long and excellent lettercolumn. Aside from: the Story, what I did under-
stand of the mag was great. Rating...7

POINTING VECTOR #19 (John Boardman, acdress above, priced as sbove) This
1g John's political fenzine. Like KNOWABLE, it's very well written, Un-
1ike KnOWABLE, there is seldom if ever any vestlge of humor in 1f, John
being unable to see anythlng humorous in any subject that he feels deeply
about. (Of course, most people do have this reaction; Mertin Luther does
not seem to have had any humorous feelings about religlon, and I've seen
no evidence that Dr. Teller finds anything funny sbout science.) Aside
from the lack of humor, there is also the point that John is a radical.
(He says he's a liberal, but my dictionary defines "liberal® as "being
free from prejudice or bigotry", and John is one of the most prejudlced
people I've ever encountered. The fact that his prejudices run counter to
tkose of other people deoesn't glter the fact that they're prejudiceso)
This means, of course, thet I disagree with 90% of his ideas; even when I
arree with his proposed ends, I object to hls means. Of course, this does
make for e stlmulating magazine, and 1f one is tolerant enough one cat
enjoy 1t immensely. (If one isn't tolerant ennugh, one »ill probasbly end
up frothing and gibbering -- I wouldn't be surprised 1f Foul Anderson
frothed 2 blt after seeing John's smupgly self-righteocus parrotings of
"1iberait philosophy in reply to his seriously-lintended letter.) Rating..5
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Pyramid has lssued an anthology and s collection, each wrlced at 4o¢. The
collection, Sturgeon In Orbit, hes a slightly misleeding blurb; "The first
NEW collection in years". Well, yes; it's the flrst new collection in sone
time -~ but the storles were written between 1G51 and 19%% and pleced in
such out-of-the-way corners as FLANET STORIES agnd QTHER ORLDS. "Extrapo-
lation" and "“Make Room For Me", from the Ziff-Dgvis mags, are both good
examples of Sturgeon. "The Heart", from OTHER 'JORLDS, 1s en extremely minor
item, Best-known gtory ln the collection ig probably "The Yages of Synergy*
from STARTLING, When I flrst resd this story, I didn't understand 1t very
well, and I didn't 1like it, I re-rerd it in the collection, and discovered
that I understand it much be'ter .now. I still don't like it, but now I
have reasong. (Mainly, the heroine is a type who utterly snd completely
turns me off! since she's g maJor influence in the atory, I keep wishing,
that the villalns would win, even though I know they won't. Frustrgting.!
iIncubi From Parallel X" is the entry from PLANET; I disliked 1t when 1t
first appeared, and I couldn't finish it this time. Stilll, most fans would
consider two good Sturgeon stories worth 40¢.
Dimension 4 ig edlted by Groff Conklin, snd includes "Won't You Walk?! Dby
Sturgeon, "Irojan Horse Lgugh® by John D, MacDonegld, "Some Day We'll Find
You" by Cleve Cartmill, and "Sense Of Proportion" by E.C, Tubb. The flrst
tharee are Trom the ASTOUNDING of the Forties end Fifties; the last one is
from the British NEBULA, Sturgeon snd Tubb are good; Cartmill is 1nvolveqd,
sfter the Van Vogt manner, and a trifle dull (after the Van Vogt manner).

¢y oun favorite of the group is MacDonald's gimmick story. The lidea gounds
plausible —- in fact, I dnubt that our knowledge of the mind 1s great en-
ourh today to state whether lMacDonald's ldea is possible or not, %hat®ll
you bet that the Russlans are working on 1%7 (What'll you bet that we are?)
It's a nlce 1ittle chlller.

Pyramld sent along s 1little newsletter of new releases. The latest in their
"oplds Nf Science" seriles ls Conduest Of The Moon by Willlam Hines. Shnuld
be of interest to fans. Also I'd Like to note that in the past couple of
months Fyremid hss reprinted two of Fhoebe Atwood Taylor's detective nov-
els; Proof of the Pudding and Octagon Fouse. T know there are 3 YANDRU
readers besides me Who are more or lese Taylor feang; 1f there are any more
of you, go ocut and buy fthese booXxs. {(Buy them agnyway; I want to encourage
them to publish more, preferably gome that I don't already have. Though
I'm grateful enough for Ogtagon House; my old Dell edition is somewhat tThe
worse for wear.) '

The other day I fell prey to an sllment Ceorse "'ells mentloned last lssue;
buying a book becasuse my parents reminlaced about 1it. I got the Fopular
Library edition of John Buchsan's The 29 Steps. You'll often see thle list-
ed by stf dealers -~ I don't know why, since it's a perfectly ordinary spy
novel, no more fantastic than lerritt's Seven Footprints To Satan (which

it also palmed off on unsuspecting neofans as a fantasy). Buchan's novel,
while a trifle short snd choopy, isn't at all a bad spy thrlliler — espec-—
ially for one written in 1915 —— but don't pick it up expecting any classlc
brilliance. It's a nice period plece.

And if you get The POST Reader of . Fentasy o2nd Science Fiction, DOK:T try
tc reed "Doomsday Deferred'. For some inexpllcable reason, thie Doubledsy
collection cuts the Tinal Y43 pages off the end of this 1%-page story,

1¢ ving 1t without any vestige of ending or explanation.




Look Ma A Good S-F Mowel
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"X, the Man with the X-ray Eyes" might be » god-awful tltle for gn
SF movie but 1t'a g god-awful title for the best SF movie I've ever
seen, L suppose some Hollywood tltle-writer 1s responsible for the
pame, but the movie-millers didn't mess up the rest of Ray Russell's
story.

I heard 1t was worth seelng, so I spent two bucks to see.lt on
Brogdway lnstead of walting till it came to Times Square for hglf that
price. And the money was well spent; 1t's my choice for the dramatic
SF Hugo for 1963,

The good doctor X, one James Xavier by name, discovers a method for
sugmenting human vision 1nto the ultra-hlgh wsve lengths, giving him-
gelf effective X-ray vision. Just an average gim-
mick, but 1t's excellently handled,

The characters are well
dreswn; Dr. X himself 1s g perfect-
T 1y believable medlcal researcher
r//sz;w working under a foundation grant,
.7,2/ not the usual bearded misanthrope

working in some mansion basement,
His actiong are perfectly plaus-
ible throughout, snd the viewer
can easlly identify with him,

The X~ray-eye treatment 1s g
drug from = medicine bottle,
no fantastic computors or srtifi-
clal lightnings flzshing. In fact
the whole medical background has
a ring of truth that holds the at-
tention, down to the descriptlon
of the eye compound as "an en-
zyme, composition tc be deter -
mined."

If the test of pgreat SF proge
1s that it has to be SF to present
the ldea, then the test of a great
SF movlie 1a that 1t has to be a
movie to pregent the ldea. And
X" passes 1t. The shots of the
X—-rgy vision in action are the
best special effects I remember
from any movlie; I doubt 1f even
Sturgeon at his best could des-
cribe it as well as the movie shows

\
B /"'\.) 1t.
// I don't remember g single SF
: & . gari movie cliche from the whole script




vf "a o LThe acctor is the victim, of
course, of his dlscovery, but he isn't —_
turned into a half-human, slashing- '
bashing monster., He's aven more human
in his affliction than he was at the -
s3tart as a grest discoverer., And he's {
left to face the music at the end; §$w~\\\
here at last 1s an SF movie which does— \\‘
n't take the easy way out by killing
1ts victim-hero gt the end.

There are only two phony scemes in
the entlre movie, snd both come asrly
ln the script and are co-incidentel 1in
the plot. In the first, Dr. X. sees
into a petient's body and finds a wrong
diggnosls has been made from the X-rays. 7 /
He can't convince the surgeon who 1is Ay
gbout to perform g heart operstion on T e

her that he's going to open the wrongEcE;‘”
wrong part of the organ, so he 257
halts the operstion gfter one cut £ af
of the scalpel by slashing the ﬁ#&ﬁﬁﬂm

other doctor's hend. Then he éﬁﬁwﬁ«wﬁhg
performe the operation success- b g
fully himself. The flaw here

ie that the skin had berely been
cut throuzh and the .operstion could have been easlly halted right there.
I couldn't belleve that the reat of the medicsl staff would let the oper-
ation proceed under thoge circumstances. If the fireworks hed been de-
layed unthl the chest cavity was well opened, then the nurges and soc on
would hsve mo cholce but tc let Dr, X continue, as g surgeon would have
been required to close the inclsion, and he was the only surgeon in the
roon after the other doctor was injured,

The second flew 1s when Dr, X actually ki1lls » colleague, forcing
him.to flee and avold the law anéd so on., It has nothing to do with hils
X-ray wvlslon, they are just arguing and Dr. X slaems the other man up
agalnst the window of a modern, skyscraper hosplital. The window, alum-
inum frame and gll, breegks, and the other doector falls to hls death.

I thought almost agnyone knew how hard it is %t¢ breask clear through the
window of any modern bullding, let glone tear out a whole frame. And
X d1dn't even push the other doctor very hard. They should have picked
an open window, or put the scene on s terrsce,

And these are ths only two flaws I found in the entire movie. 1In
hlding, the doctor plcks the plausible occupstions of side-show per-
former snd Edgar-Cayce-type medlcal practitlioner, both well played.
There's 2 minlmum of peering through pecople's clothes, and that which
does go on 1s used zs comic rellef, There's an excellent scene 1n
wnich the doctor uses hls vision to break the bank at Las Vegas.

The sense of reality sond aptness 1s consistent throughout; you not
only get the feeling that this is how it would be if it did happen,
but thet it is happening., The ending hes some real poetry in the dla-
logue, and ls really well done, perhaps the best ending of sny movie
I've seen, SF or not,

"X, the Mgn with the X-rsy Eyes" is worth what you'll pay to see e
it., HRecommended for the Hugo.

Hegppinegs 1s firding your name 1n a Tucker novel

-
~d




Jchn Boardman, 592 16th Street, Brooklyn, new York, 11218

I'm not quite sure whether the "Addends on Fznnish Housing" is yours
or DeWeese's. At any rate, the papers tecked to the wall will stretch
because the paper's own weight sets up internal streins in the paper.
To get technical, the intermoleculer bonds in the peper increase in
length under this welght stregs, and hence the paper stretches.

E.E.Evers, Apt 4-C, 268 E. 4th St., New ¥York 9, NY

RumbIings: No chides agbout lateness thish -- except you should feel
complimented that your readers care when you're late.

Sllver Seconds: DeWeese oughi To write up his "Shrinking Walls" ex-
periences in the same deadpan style he used 1n hils YAN plece end submit
1% to FATE, They'd doubtless sceppt 1t in sll seriousness, Jjudging from
the stuff they've been running lately.

I'm In complete agreement with Resemary Hickey's analysis of Lord Of
the Flles. I only wish Golding would go back to his scholasrly trest—
Ises and stop writing grotesque psrodies on fiction, Doesn't he know g

"gymbolic novel” is 1ike symbollc sex -— thoroughly dlsgusting te out-
s8iders and not very satlsfylng even to the perpetrgtor. I put Golding
or any writer who chooses a bunch of symbols znd trles to write a novel
around them in the same c¢lsss with people who confine their sexusl act-
lvities to pornography, Peeping Tom asctivitles, collecting women's used
undergarments, etc. '

I'm also glad the artlcle takes time to polint out some of the flaws
in Gelding's symbollsm. Any simple set of symbols is Wound to be ambi-
guous and any set of contrlved symbels 1s Bound to be simple. :

I wlsh Gelding hsd realized thet to write s deep psychologliecal study
of man's nature you have to know people, not psychological theories.

"The Agency": This 13 good story end I should have enjoyed 1t a lot
more then I did. I hsve this Overactlve Fannish Imaginstion snd 1t
kept findlng Deep Serlous Meanlngs in what waeg obviously lntended as
frothy humor. Those pseudos who go ape over Golding and cohorts should
have Great Fun with this story. ;

Clzney's sonnet is technically OK and I suppose that should be
enough for s fan poem. But my actual cplinion of it is unprintsble in
YANe

Golden Minutes: It's nlce to aggree with g reviewer cnce 1n a while.
Janlfer especlally ls producing some of the worst SF I've seen, yet he
was up before E3FA recently rantling zbout how we shouldn't resd bad SF
2nd if wé can't get mgood SF, not to resd any. I don't think he bother-
ed to realize where this would leave him —- QUT,

Nettie Ott's Pelephone memo was OK, but I'd like to see her do g
fannish one, I meagn none of the items it the sort of cells I pget .

Ed Wood, 160 2nd Street, Idaho Falls, Idsho, §3401
While I'm sure my FFM article has more than a few mistskes I really
must apologize for confusing CGeorge Allan England's "“The Emplre of the

A1r" with hls The Alr Trust reference 192. The first is sgbout an in-
vagsion from the Yth dlimension while the second i1s a soelgllst novel in




the tradition of London's The Iron Heel in which the good and pure hero
defeats the efforts of the nasty cepltelists to monopolize the zir
people breathe,

The Dick Lupoff letter in YANDRC #131 leagds me into some thoughts
about the Hugos. If a sclence fiction/fantasy fan resglly believes SA-
VAGE PELLUCIDAR to be worthy of & Hugo then by gll means he should vote
for 1t, but I disliked the Censverasl 2d urging the Burroughs fens to
vote for it "just to honor ERB", I'm s member of the BB's and I've resd
and 1iked meny Burroughs storlies znd a2lso dlsliked many of them. An
gward should be garned, otherwice there 1s no meaning to the mward. Sure-
ly people who think a 1llttle realize that s dozen votes can win a Hugo
for » candidate., Yeg, the voting base for Hugos 1ls so norrow that g very
few votes can do it. Of course, you should spread the voteg of your
frlends over the votlng period so that bsllot stuffing is not s0 obvlous.
Some very obvious snd blatant csses of bagllot stuffing have been exper-
lenced by some convention leszders, ULucklly, they have tried to use good
Judgment 1n these ceses. One of the categorles that is g gift to the
fen magazine fans 1s that of leadlng fan magezines. Many convention mem-
bers write in for no gward since they don't know what fan magszlnes are,
have never seen one, and truly don't know how to get one. If anyone
thinks 1 am making gll this up out of whole c¢loth, he just has not been
in on the inner workings of g world conventlon,

I 2m against speclal awards except_under ver% exceptional conditions.
Toc many awards agaln cheapen the whole 1dea. erheps I dc mgke too

mich of all this, but one has only to look st the "Oggar", "Emmy", and
other similer gwerds to see how g worthwhile idea is commerclalized into
gsilliness. I see that "Hugo" award winners get this noted on the cov-
ers and jazckets of the books they put out. Someone must think it will
make s buck.

The death of Nova Publications 1s 2 sorry event for world sclence flc-
tion. I thought Carnell did a decent job with them and removgl of 24
issues a year from the slim roster of the yesr's magazines 1s notlcegble
indeed.

/But is it possible to further cheapen an award which 1s

“decided by the votes of a dozen or so fans? I'm g1l 1n
favor of the Hugos, but let's not lcse sight of the fact
that in the field of 1Jiterawure, they're small potatoes.
If Canaversl Press (or anyone else) weht out and bought
themselves s Hugo 1t wouldn't make g lot of difference to
science fiction, and it wouldn't even be noticed by the
rest of the world., (It would effectively kill the Hugos,
of course, go I'm against the ides; I dislike even tri-
vial misdemegnors. But it wouldn't hurt the sales of =
science flection a bit.) RS/

Robert E. Gilbert, 509 W, Main St., Jonesboro, Tennessee, 37659

Surely you've heard the drealful story of the medleval serfs who re-
volted and captured the wicked count who had oppressed them. They sub-
jected the count to horrible tortures in an effort to make him reveal
where his treasure was hidden, but the count wouldn't talk. Filnally
they sald, "If you don't tell us where the tregsure is, we'll chop off
your head!"

Still the count kept his secret, but when hls neck was placed on the
blcek, he suddenly cried, "Stop! I'1l telll" It was too 1lste., The
descending vlow fell, the count'’s head rolled, and the treasure was
never found.

9]



The moral cf thils story 1is: Don't het-
chet your count before he chlckens,
J I read THT COLDEN APPLES OF THE SUN by
N Rgy Bradbury. He glways gives me the 1lm-
pression that he's uslng twice as many
words gs he needs fo. I wish he would s
stop proliferating and get on with the

;
' / story, but when I finally do get to the
‘ H%.j end, I find there wasn't any story after
/ all

/
i /ﬂ /I firset heard that story from
\ ?; Dean Grennell., 1've been mean-
[ ing to publish 1t but never got
&) around %tc 1t; now 1s as gecod a_

N % } time as any. It's still funny/
| St ﬁ
Don & Mapele Thompson, 29 College Place,
;’//; ' tpberiin, Dhlo, #5074
}\\ﬂ\ / Mageie recently got a letter from
; Field & Stream which cpened up: "Here's

a speclal money-saving degl for a few men
f whose names have been given to us as real
%L WO gpertsmen!? I think they'd better cull
i o thelr malling list a bit more carefully.
In your mention in YANDRO (Juanits's
mentlon, I think) of the "Burke's Law' article in COSMOPOLITAN, you
overlooked one other mention of Harlan (by nsme, rather than picture),
in which Producer Spelling agreées wlth Glorls Swanson that Harlan El-
lison's seript 1s great. We love the show, incidentslly.

In your last latter, you complalned about the gparsenegs of your
mall one day. Ben Jason one day got just one postcard and bitched loud
and long. Then he looked gt the card and found that it was from Doc
Smith, telling Ben that the newest Doc Smith novel was being dedlicated
to him.

On the ether hand, the only mell we pot yesterday was a postcerd
from yOU... :

Hum., "I object to g part of Buck's Hugo bgllot, the part where he
plugs fepr Wellman's ‘Old Devlins Was A-Waiting." "A gcod story, which
first sppeared in F&SF at least three or four years ego. I thought
the Bugos were for sfories first published during the yeer we vote on.

The gquote at the bottom of page 26 frustrates me. I had intended
to pick out one adjective —- Just one —- and defend you on that zlone.
But they're all true; you're every one of those things. Every cne.

Tucker'!s plece was lnteresting, but I'd rather he stopped trying to
bring back the past.

The best thing in the issue was Alexel Panshin'e article. I know
very 1little about Panshin, but his faneine articles are easily the best
and most perceptive writings sbout science fictlon to appear, pcasibly
excepting Damnn Knight's reviews. He 1s highly entertaining and sur--
prisingly. accurate in his Jabs st flaws in the fiield. He hilts many
nerves.

[’omebody sent me an gd for a course on how to become
more charming and populer...you didn't send my name
in by any chance? What is the ruling on Hugos, any-
way? Copyright date? “First Publicstion" would have
ruled out A CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWYITZ —- the stories were

-
r
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published in F&SF geveral years before the book won
an award, I'm nOt a%t all sure what the rules are.
Tucker seems quite successful .at bringing back the
past; you'd be amgzed st the number of "¥Ysndro—efites"
that have come in. (You'd be amazed; I'm more ap-—
palled, myself,) T RsG/

John Kusske, Jr,, 522 9th Ave, West, Alexsndris, Minnesots, 56308

At least among neofens it has been known for some time thet you are an
ogre. Some merely say that you can't really help yourself, and the reg-~
son you give such bad raetinge to some fanzines 1s because of some unfort-
unate inecident in your childhood. There are those (and these by far make
up the majority) who say that you just get cnjoyment from seelng some
poor new “"faned" verbslly squirnm.

Keep publishing John Boardman; he is good even if I disasgree with him.
The reason I enjoy sf so much 1s because of the fact that writers can do
anything they want without much research. Golng by Boardman's reasoning
GLORY ROAD would have been written in King Arthur's day, and the hero
(Oscer) would have been a glorified Saint George. An ides can be pro -
posed without gll the sweat that normslly precedes the publication of a
mpirgtream novel, and this 1s what I like about sf.

/No, I really hate to sece "some poor new faned verbally
squirm". 1In fact, I hate 1t glmost as much as I hate
resding the tripe thst commonly sppears in new fanzlnes.
Believe me, 1f I can find anything nice to sgy, I say
it. It's just thet finding anything is so difflcult.RSC/

Roy Tackett, 915 Green Valley RA MW, Albucuerque, New Mexico, 87107

It has been some time since I read "Lord of the Flies", although we
recently saw the movlie, so I suppose that to be strictly fsir I sghouldn't
make any cocmmente about Rosemary's copmentary. I cannot recall the book
with any clerity; however, it didn't gppear that all thls symbolism was
present in the film. Maybe I've convenlently forpgotten 1t since Freud-
ian symbolism 1s, in my opinlen, so much garbage. (Rosemary thinks I am
wrong in my copinlons of psychigtry, but if she wants
to aceept thelr fantasles I don't object, I just __%_Sfff:m\u

shake my head and smile knowingly. Rosemary
will hit me.L when she comes this way next sum-
mer.) A double-ended stick. Thinkx of how
much more symbollc it would have teen if

it had been a single-~ended stick. Be g

damn good trick, teo., A burly flsherman
might have been more symbolic? Ah, no.
Ethical society (as represented by Ralph?)
has always been ssved by the naked fcrce of
the military, not by burly flshermen.
Throughout history whenever the outposts of
civillzation have been threetened by the
restless natives 1t has g2lways been neces—
sary te put down the restless natives(should
thet be upper case?) with the short sword of
the long bow or the rifle just to show them
that clvilizstlon is not to be trifled with.
{Except these days, it seems. Lee Hammer
tells me that in Africs these days civiliza-
tion 12 Tbheing shown that the restless natives




are nhot to be trifled with. This 1s becguse civillzatlon hss become more
civilized,)

"The Hanter" by Paul CGilster i1s pretty good fiction., I think you're
right in that -the aversge of fan flction 1s up some.

I d1dn't care much for "Space Viking". I don't think I finished 1%.
But rewgrlting history as stf 1s not st all new, I suspect that most sf
authors have indulged in it. Asimov's "Foundgtion" series ig the fall
cf the Roman empire from a somewhat rcotated polnt of view, I would agree
with Boardman onh the soclal impessibility but not agbout the scientific
impossibllity. No, mgke that imprcbability: It is unlikely that such
as "The Sword Worlds" could develop, but not completely outside the realm
of poselbility. Damn. I suppose I should go read the blasted story now,

Who's Alexel Panshin and how long has thls been in the file? I ask
the latter because he says it's too gcon te judge Avram Dgvidson as an
editor, and Uncle Avram's been on the job for a while now gnd it sure
isn't too goon to judge and I have, and quite frankly zlthough Uncle Av-
ram 1s a fine fannish fellow and BetiyX tells me that if I ever met him
I would love him as a brother, Ol' Uncle Avram leaves something to be
desired as an edltor, Lilke I thought almost anyone would be an improve-
ment over Robert P, Whatzlsname, but except for long story introductions
I can find 1ittle difference. TFANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION. Haw., FOOLISH
& SHAGCY DOG STORIES,

However, I cannot smulate Mickey Spillane end write the yarns I 1like
to read beecause I'm not a writer by any definition. I'm a reader and 1
I'm not happy with ®hat I have to read. Well, there's always the Golden
Ape Astoundirigs.

Alexel Panshln forgot to mention thst A SHADE OF DIFFERENCE is also
simply dull. "

. If the general public 1s deeply susplclous of the mllltary they are
so.wlth reason. The military has grown overly lerge, not altogether a
sin, and overly 1nfluentisl. A great deal of reorgenization ls needed
in the militsry establishment. The Air Force, for instance, should be
stollshed as a separate arm and returned to 1%s former status as the
Armiy Alr Corps. The Marines, bless 'em, need a blg shake-up and reorgan-
ization. Did you know the marine corps hses in the nelghborhood of 75
general officerg? VWhat, for ghu'e sake, is an outfit with a strength of
175,0C0 docing with 75 generels? Ridliculous.

I couldn't get all enthusiasstic about "Dune World". The treatment of
Arrgkis was too superficlal with too many loose ends left over. "Dune
World" seemed to me just another of those re-written historicsl ysrns.

It could have been an excliting stf yarn or a2 good story of Rennalsance

Italy. It was neither, Herbert never succeecded in giving me the feel
of Arrgkils.

/Oh, don't cut the Msrine genersls down yet. My cousin
has worked up from prlvate to colonel, and I'd like to
see him go 8ll the way. After that, you can cut down on
the generals. DeWeese agrees thoroughly with you on
"Dune Wworld", from what he sald when we were up there,

I wonder if some of the background wasn't cut for maga-
zine publication? It seemed awfully choppy -ln spots.RSC/

Alexei Fanshilin : Y
T will defend you to the death. You are rnot gbrupt, blunt, bluster-
irc, beld, brusk, coarse, uncivil, discourteous, flippant, impolite,
frank, inconsiderate, open, plaln-spoken, rough, rude, and unmannerly.
Now do me a favor. Please don't drop sentences from paragraphs so
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as t0 make me seem duller-witted than I am; please...

/A1l my fault--ten leshes with s chown mein noodle, and
I've got to qult reeding Dostoevsky...l keep wantlng to
urite your name "Alyosha"... JVWC
Apologles. Readers; at the end of Penshin's article
last iseue, the llnes should have gone: "You see, there's
thls guy and he's pot This giant brain growing 1n hils
basement, and 1t's sz boy brein: and this other guy next
door, he's got a glant brsin growing in his bawxement, and
it's g girl brain." Anyway, it doesn’t make toc much
difference, becsuse John Rackham wrote the story “The Daw-
son Dlaries") in 1962. RST/

Rick Brooks, R.R, #1, Fremont, Indiana, 46737

I'TT go slong with you on Ace. I hsd a higher opinlon of Burroughs
when all I had read were hils Mars storles and some of his Tarzan yarns.
However, Ace is putting out all Semuel R, Delany's tales. If this len't
g pseudonym, he is the best new author in the last ten yeers. In fact,
% wasdtempted to rate Beptives of the Flame cver Witch World right after

read 1it.

Silver Seconds: I meke (or rather made) my bookcases out of hasrdcover
books on farming and myateries with bosrds from g fallen shed for the
shelves.

A Doddering Column: The Spca will not let ycu Inflict this kind of
stuff on fens. I rather liked 1t.

Alexel Panshin hes a well thought out article. However, I find that
I can read slmost anything once. Almost fifty percent of them are worth
reading again. I don't ask much more of a story, than that 1t be read-
able.

Bob Briney: I liked Dune World. I would have liked it a 10U more
if the ending didn't seem Llke helf of it had been edited out,

Dick Schultz: I agree with ycur ressoning on the assasslinatlon, but
being a right winger in some ways, I dislike the way everybody jumps on
us becsuse of g few bad apples. 0(lory Rosd was written by a Name, 8O
1t got published. I think a few thcusand words of it are worth ssving,
snd would make the basls for s zccd story if Helnlein would buckle down
and. start writing agasln.

/In defense of DelWeese's ingenious streak, I might mentlon
“that he used to mske bookcases from old packing cases from |
the Rochester, Indians newspaper. Then he moved th the blg
clty away from such luxuries; now he has to bug them. JWC
Oh, you're the one T swiped the idea of edltorial cutting
on Dune Worlda from. I'l1l forward your comments on scclology
to Boardman; publishing them would only lead to 5-page re-
buttels snd YANDRO 1s not going to be turned into a pollitl-
cal mag. I agree somewhat; pecple ere mostly fit to govern
themselves, but they esre mostly not fit to govern theilr re-
Tatlions with other people. Delany 1s good, and improving.
Jewels of Aptor was poor to mediecre, but then Captives >f
the Flame was excellent, and Towers of Toron wass medlocrs
to pood, which 1s sbout all one can expect of a dlrect se-
quel (by which I mean one using the same cherascters; an in-

direct sequel is g novel about the same genersl background
but with different characters), RSC/




#sea doaver, 1% rreefleld Rd., Lerwick, Shetland Islands, Scotland

Re This "sending money from U.K. to U.S.A." bit, I dug your comment at
the end of Alan Dodd's letter and promptly decided to find out just exsct-
ly "what sort of lles I tell the Postmaster-feneral", by sending 7/- to
you in the form of an International Money Order. A sub extension, of course.
To YANDRQ, of course.

I ambled across to the Post Office. "I want an International Money Order,
please,” I gaid in my clear, high tenor, The scratching of pens, the rustle
of Postal Orders (Inland), the thump of parcels down the parcel chute and
the so§py crunch of elbows digeing ribg as the dueue gt the Stamp Counter
Jostled for position, all stilled end everyone looked., Some did so furtive-
1y; a qulck glance through down-swept eyelashes. Others, more brazen, moved
quite openly to a better viewing position and stared, The girl behind the
counter, however, wes unmoved. "To where?" she queried cryptically. "Uh...
United States...Indlang, in fgct,” I seid. She flipped open a volume ahd
ren her Flnger down a column of place-names. "Yup," she grunted, "Indiana's
0,K." "It 1s? I thought that was Oklahoma," I asald wittily. She focugsed a
stare on me which frost-coated the metal .bars of the counter grille. "Do
you require an International Money Order for Oklshoms?" ‘“Nunno," I hast-
en>d to confirm, "It was just that you said 'Indiana's 0.K,'! and, Just as
a joke, I said that Oklghoma was..... .aw, forpet 1t, huh?" Her 1look of
distaste grew slightly more pronounced as she resched into her drswers...
the ones under the counter, I megn..... and produced two forms. "You will
require to complete Formg F 2229 G and P 810 H," she snapped, sliding the
aforementioned documents under the grille.

Form P 2229 G, I found, was a Declarstion Form for Money Order Payeble
in Countries Outside The Scheduled Territories and the reverse side of sald
torm wes plastered with Conditions of Issue. I was intrigued to note that
I could send you up to B250 a calendar year where hardeship existed with
the proviso thet the money be for maintenance psyments. I could also send
you money in settlement of a commercisl or professionsl debt up to 250,

I could even send you up to 10 being payment for holiday accomodations
booked in advance. Eventually I settled for Section D whiech was "Subscrip-
tions snd Entrance Fees to Clubs and Societies - up to 100 a calendar
year', - I scerawled "Yes" in the 1lttle square provided, gave my hame and
address and yours where required snd indicated thet this was s true declar-
atlon end that I could produce documentsry evidence if necessary. (Yeah,

I- still have that postcard you sent steating thet my sub was overdue. Don't
worry, though, I'll block out 211 the four-letter words before I show it
around,

Form P810 H was quite straightforward being an Applicetion For Money Or-
der Payable Abroad. Back to the counter I went and handed over the com-
pleted forms., She scribbled all over three other forms, then said, "That
will be 9/- please." "Nine shillings! I screamed. "How?...what?...why?...
She smlled sweetly. "Poundage charge," she purred, obviously deriving huge
enjoyment from my dlgcomfiture. "Suppose I'd gent 1lt/- % I parried. She
emiled even more sweetly. "A poundage charge of 2/~ ig applled to all or-
ders under ©2.10/-," she said. "Between £2.10/- snd under E5 the poundage
charge 1s 3/- and an Order over ©5 but under £10 cerries a poundage charge
of %/-." 1 di1d a few quick calculations, "Naw,¥ I muttered, "Coulson does-
n't dig long~term subs and, anywsy, I haven't got ¥10, Come to think of it,
I'd probably expire long before the sub." I hended over nine shlllings. She
gave me a recelpt, sllently forming the word "cheapskate® with her sweetly
smiling 1llps and I left. All T wanng know now is...dldja get the dough? I
have a nasty, sneaking suspicion that mebbe you have to know the name of
the sender before your F,0, will cash the Order.

/After all that work, I hate to mention this, but, no, we haven't
recelved any money from England recently. Are you sure that silent
word she formed was “"cheapskate" and not "gucker®? R.,8.C./
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